
Co-living in This World (English) 

Chapter I:  

Taiwan is no stranger to ‘outsiders’. From its colonization by the Dutch and then the 
Spanish, to the Han-Chinese immigrants during the Ming and Qing dynasties, the Japanese 
immigrants during the era of Japanese occupation, and the two million military dependents 
brought by the retreat of the Government of the Republic of China to Taiwan. Her story has 
been written by a large amount of tolerance and coexistence. 

Now alongside capitalism and globalization, this island has inevitably welcomed the modern 
‘outsider’, or the migrant worker so to speak. 

The word ‘history’ always gives us the illusion that time and space are far away, but quick 
glances around our city testify against this, take the ASEAN Square in Taichung, the 
Zhongping Commercial District in Taoyuan, or even ‘little Indonesia’ close by Taipei Main 
Station. The lives of migrant workers have thoroughly shaped the appearance of Taiwan. 
Even so, they, who speak unfamiliar languages and live their life in different ways to ours 
have always existed in Taiwan as ‘others’. 

-How do you think the locals think of you? 

-How do you want the locals to think of you? 

Participants within this artwork are brought to an entirely different state by these two 
questions. The two seemingly similar questions actually have different tenses. The former has 
already happened, the latter is in the unknown future; the former expresses the facts, and the 
latter draws the ideals. 

In the exhibition room, the viewer is greeted by multiple life-size portraits, of six individuals 
with distinct personalities. They have their own dreams, worries, hobbies, feelings of 
inferiority, pride, confusion, and perseverance. Everything that makes us characteristically 
human.  

The audience are unaware that the six participants consist of two types of people: Taiwanese 
who have worked abroad and foreigners who come to work in Taiwan. In this situation 
‘outsiders’ and ‘locals’ mirror each other.  

Perhaps simply by facing towards this empty chair, one day I will become you and you will 
become I. 



Miss. Bench 
19th July 2021 

Curator: Miss. Bench (@o0missbench0o) 
Explorative Drama Workshop Instructor: Man Hua Kao 
Photographer: Brian P. Chen (＠bri.p.c) 
Gaffer: Hisumala (@hisumala) 
Traffic Coordinator: Gill Lin (@psychobaby_gill) 
Hair Stylist: Pure Zhang (@haopure) 
Participants: Kinzuan, Ken Nguyễn, Amini, Lua’t, Hisumala, Rose Ann A. Concepcion 
Proofreader: Elliot Gibbons (@elliotgibbons) 

Special Thanks: GWO Taiwan_Phương Hoa Nguyễn 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 


